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refuge of a scoundrel'.' But let it be considered, that he did not mean a real and generous love of our country, but that pretended patriotism which so many, in all a^es and countries, have made a cloak for self-interest. I maintain, that certainly all patriots were not scoundrels. .Hein^ ur^ed, (not by Johnson,) to name one exception, I mentioned an eminent person9, whom we all greatly admired. JOHNSON. 'Sir, I do not say that he is not honest; but we have no reason to conclude from his political conduct that he is honest. Were he to accept of a place from this ministry, he would lose that character of firmness which he has, and mitfht be turned out of his place in a year. This ministry is neither stable9, nor grateful to their friends, as Sir Robert Walpole was, so that he may think it: more for his interest to take his chance of his party coining in.'
Mrs. Pritchard beting mentioned, he said, * Her playing was quite mechanical, It is wonderful how little mind slur had. Sir, she had never read the tragedy of Macbeth all through. She no more thought: of the play out of which her part was taken, than a shoemaker thinks of the skin, tint of which the piece of leather, of which he is making a pair of shoes, Is cut'.'
1 We iwty compare* with this I>ryelen's line;   •
'Usurped a patriot's all-aleming name.'
Absahnn titttt ,/«'////»»/*//«'/, 1. r/g. Hawkins (/./A-, p. 5«tfi) says (hat.'to party opposition fnhnson ever expressed great aversion, and of the pretences tif patriots always spoke with indignation awl rontempi.' lie had, Hawkins adds,'partaken <»f tin* .short-lived joy that, infatuated the publir' when Walp«»lr fell: hut a few days convinml him that the patriotism of the opposition had been either hatred or ambition. For /»*//•/<•/.»•, see «////f\ i, 3.JJJ, note, and /w/, April u, 1781.
a Mr. Uurke.   See *nitt ji. .',55, note 4,
a L«trd NorthVi ministry hwled frcun !'/7cJ tcj r/Hs,
4 Perhaps Itihn-nm had thin from levies, whu ways (f.ife t*f (nir-rick, i. U4): 'Mr.s. i'ritrhard read n<> mure eif the play nf .Wttcix'f/t than her own paru as written out antl delivere<l tn her by tint prompter.' She, played the heruine in /w/r- <m«M i. 22«;J. Hre /ms/ uneler Sept. 30, 1783, where Johnson nays that 'in t-nnunon life Hhe wan a vulgar idiot,'unel Hmwdl'M //«-A//,/»-i, AUK'. iS, i?73-
On me in mind of an Italian epitaph written on the monument of a Valetudinarian: Stavo ben, ma per star meglio sto qui, which it is impossible to translate.'
